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PROCUREMENT OF LEGAL SERVICES 
[bookmark: _Toc281317242]TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

1. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS
1.1. Procurement - Procurement of legal services.
1.1.1. [bookmark: _Ref505006999]Buyer – UAB “EPSO-G”, LITGRID AB, AB “Amber Grid”, BALTPOOL UAB, Energy Cells UAB (hereinafter jointly - the Buyers).
1.2. Group company(ies) or Group - UAB “EPSO-G” and/or its directly and indirectly controlled legal entities.
1.3. Supplier - an economic operator - a natural person, a private or public legal person, another organisation and their structural subdivision, or a group of such persons, including temporary associations of economic operators, offering to provide services on the market, with which the Buyer concludes the Contract.
1.4. Technical Specification - this document.
1.5. Services - the legal services described in this Technical Specification.
1.6. Contract - the Contract for the provision of Services concluded between the Buyer and the Supplier in relation to the Procurement object. 
1.7. [bookmark: _Hlk128734002]Additional Contract performance costs - reasonable and unavoidable international travel and accommodation costs incurred by the Supplier's specialists in the course of the performance of the Services, as agreed in advance with the Buyer, and notary, bailiff, public administration or state fees, fees, charges, royalties, fees for the use of public registers, costs of translation, certification, Apostille or any other form of legalisation of documents, fees for searching for information requested by the Customer, other necessary and directly related costs for the provision of the Services. 
1.8. Conflict of interest - a situation where the Supplier, the Economic operator or the Sub-provider (its lawyers, legal assistants, other employees, participants (partners), other persons engaged in the practice of law in the same place of work or in another place of work, using the same brand name) existing clients - third parties and UAB “EPSO-G” and/or any of the companies in the Group have or may have conflicting interests during the Procurement procedures and/or during the term of the Contract, as well as where the provision of the Services to the Customer or to the company in the Group may give rise to a risk of a breach of confidentiality, breach of loyalty, breach of the duty to act solely in the interests of the Customer or of the company in the Group, or the acquisition of an unjustified advantage. In the event of a Conflict of interest or potential Conflict of interest, the Buyer shall have the right to authorise the Supplier in writing to provide specific Services to the Group company if, in its opinion (in agreement with UAB “EPSO-G”), the Conflict of Interest does not pose a risk to its interests and the interests of the Group. 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk509303604]PROCUREMENT OBJECT
2.1. Legal services (legal consultations (legal advice), drafting of legally binding documents, legal representation) are procured in English, both orally and in writing.
The Procurement object shall not be divided into 2 parts:
1 1st part of the Procurement object - legal services under Austrian, Belgian, Swedish German and Luxembourg law in the areas of contract law, energy law (energy projects, energy infrastructure and other related activities) and corporate law:
[bookmark: _Hlk192490402]This part of the procurement object covers services on general contract law issues, legal aspects of energy infrastructure project development, legal aspects of energy activities and related activities, financing schemes for energy activities, legal regulation of energy projects, drafting and coordination of legal acts and drafts of legal acts of various institutions regulating the activities in the energy sector, improvement of energy efficiency, and legal relations with other energy entities and/or participants in related markets, changes and/or reorganisation of corporate structure, acquisition and/or sale of companies and/or shares, mergers, mergers, acquisitions, demergers, division of companies, establishment of new companies, legal due diligence, taxation, intellectual property law, information technology law, including regulation of artificial intelligence, issues of cyber and data security, protection of personal data and compliance with the GDPR, competition law and state aid regulation and application and other issues in other areas of the Buyer's activities.  
 2nd part of the Procurement object - legal services in the field of Estonian, Latvian, Polish law in the field of contract law, energy law (energy projects, energy infrastructure and other related activities), corporate law (Energy cells UAB will only order services in this part of the procurement object in relation to Estonian and Latvian law): 
This part of the procurement object covers services on general contract law issues, legal aspects of energy infrastructure project development, legal aspects of energy activities and related activities, financing schemes for energy activities, legal regulation of energy projects, drafting and coordination of legal acts and drafts of legal acts of various institutions regulating the activities in the energy sector, improvement of energy efficiency, and legal relations with other energy entities, changes and/or reorganisation of corporate structure, acquisition and/or sale of companies and/or shares, mergers, mergers, acquisitions, divisions, establishment of new companies, due diligence, taxation, intellectual property law, information technology law, including regulation of artificial intelligence, issues of cyber and data security, protection of personal data and compliance with the GDPR, competition law and state aid regulation and application, and in relation to other areas of the Buyer's activities.

2.2. Additional costs incurred by the Supplier in connection with the provision of the Services in connection with the performance of the Contract may only be reimbursed if they have been agreed in advance with the Buyer, on the basis of documentation supporting the actual costs incurred, at prices no higher than market-conforming prices. In any event, the total amount of such reimbursable Contract performance costs shall not exceed 10 (ten) per cent of the Contract price (for the relevant part of the Procurement object) over the entire Contract period. In all cases, the Supplier shall be guided by the principle of cost-effectiveness when incurring the costs of performing the Contract (e.g. purchase of economy-class travel tickets and use of economy-class hotels). The Supplier's profit cannot be included in the cost of performing the Contract.
3. [bookmark: _Ref37837331]SCOPE OF THE PROCUREMENT OBJECT
3.1. Services will be procured on the basis of the Buyers' actual requirements at an hourly rate to be set out in Annex No. 1 to the Tender, up to the maximum Contract price, excluding VAT, set out in the Contract. Buyers shall not be obliged to order any minimum volume of Services for any part of the Procurement object.
3.2. Provider may submit a tender for one or both parts of the Procurement object. Tenders will be evaluated separately for each part of the Procurement object. The Service provider must submit a Tender for the full extent of the relevant part of the Procurement object for which it is submitting a Tender.
3.3. A separate Contract will be signed with each Buyer for each part of the Procurement object.  
3.4. The quantity (volume) of the Services shall not be specified in units but shall be expressed in terms of the maximum amount of funds planned to be available for the purchase of the Services and for the reimbursement of the Additional costs of the Contract. The maximum amount indicated for each Group company in each part of the Procurement object (in EUR, excluding VAT) already includes an amount of 10 per cent of the maximum amount planned for each Group company, which will be allocated to the additional costs for the execution of the Contract, as set out below:
	Group company
	1st part of the Procurement object
	2nd part of the Procurement object

	AB “Amber Grid”
	EUR 60,000 excluding VAT
	EUR 60,000 excluding VAT

	BALTPOOL UAB
	EUR 45,000 excluding VAT
	EUR 45,000 excluding VAT

	Energy cells, UAB
	EUR 25,000 excluding VAT
	EUR 15,000 excluding VAT

	UAB “EPSO-G”
	EUR 20,000 excluding VAT
	EUR 10,000 excluding VAT

	LITGRID AB
	EUR 50,000 excluding VAT
	EUR 50,000 excluding VAT

	In total:
	EUR 200,000 excluding VAT
	180,000 excluding VAT



4. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROCUREMENT OBJECT:
4.1. Description of the current situation:
The main activity of UAB “EPSO-G” is the transparent and efficient management of the controlled companies involved in the operation of electricity and gas transmission system operators, the biofuel exchange operator, and energy infrastructure contracts, implementing the principle of separation of state ownership and regulatory functions. UAB “EPSO-G” develops a sustainable and long-term strategy for the Group, ensures the harmonious development and integration of the Group's activities, and ensures the proper and efficient implementation of the economic projects of special national importance or of national importance that are entrusted to the Group's companies. The main tasks include the exercise of shareholder rights and duties, the formulation and definition of the Group's strategy, guidelines, etc., regional and international cooperation in the integration of energy infrastructure and markets, coordination and control of the Group's activities and the development of the Group's companies, the management of the Group's finances and treasury, and the provision of services to the Group and its representation. 
AB “Amber Grid” is the operator of the Lithuanian natural gas transmission system, responsible for the transmission of natural gas (transported through high-pressure pipelines) to system users, and for the operation, maintenance and development of natural gas infrastructure. The Company, within the limits of its competence, shall ensure the stability and reliability of the gas system in the territory of the Republic of Lithuania and shall create objective and non-discriminatory conditions for the use of the gas networks and the conditions for the development of a competitive gas market and for the safe and efficient operation of the gas transmission system, ensure reliable gas transmission (transport via high-pressure pipelines) to the users of the gas transmission system, ensure the long-term capacity of the system to meet the reasonable needs of natural gas transport, manage the assets of the gas transmission system and its dependencies, as well as ensure the development and interconnection of the gas transmission system with other systems and the rational use of the company's assets and other resources. AB “Amber Grid” shall also collect, administer and pay to the LNG terminal operator or company and the designated supplier a natural gas security of supply surcharge to the natural gas transmission price to finance the costs of installation of the LNG terminal, its infrastructure and the interconnector, all fixed costs and the reasonable costs of supplying the necessary volume of the LNG terminal. 
LITGRID AB - the electricity transmission system operator, which ensures reliable and safe transmission of electricity, maintains the high-voltage electricity transmission network, manages electricity flows and supports the stable operation of the country's energy system. The company's business - electricity transmission - is the intermediate link between electricity generation and distribution to consumers. The company has already implemented strategic electricity projects such as the “LitPol Link” electricity link to Poland and the “NordBalt” submarine electricity link to Sweden. LITGRID AB has also successfully completed the synchronisation project with the Continental European Networks (CEN), which has fundamentally changed the situation in the Baltic region - the Baltic States have become full participants in the European electricity system.
BALTPOOL UAB is the operator of the Lithuanian energy resources exchange, which is entitled to organise centralised trading in biofuel products (biofuel, fuel peat), heat energy auctions and to perform the functions of the administration of the Lithuanian National Scheme for Compliance with the Sustainability Scheme for the Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions. BALTPOOL UAB also performs the functions of the manager of the Lithuanian System of Accounting Units for Fuels from Renewable Resources, the organiser of the electronic wholesale trade in raw timber and logging residues. It should be noted that the energy resources exchange operated by BALTPOOL, UAB, nowadays provides opportunities to purchase biofuels not only in Lithuania but also in Latvia, Estonia and Poland. The Group company has the objective of expanding the geographic area of operation of the energy exchange.
The main activity of Energy Cells, UAB is the installation of energy storage devices, which are essential for Lithuania's energy security and the reliable operation of the country's transmission system with the continental European grids.
Group companies have been involved and are involved in projects of particular national importance (e.g., installation of a physical barrier on the territory of the Republic of Lithuania at the European Union's external border with the Republic of Belarus; a project for the preparation of engineering infrastructure for the development of the territories necessary for the connection of power plants using renewable energy sources planned to be developed in the part(s) of the territorial sea of the Republic of Lithuania and/or the exclusive economic zone of the Republic of Lithuania in the Baltic Sea to the electricity transmission grid; a project to interconnect the electricity system with the continental European electricity grid for synchronous operation; Group companies therefore require highly qualified specialists to provide services on legal issues arising in energy and infrastructure projects.
4.2. Scope and nature of services
4.2.1. Oral and/or written legal advice under Austrian, Belgian, Swedish German, Luxembourg law (for the 1st part of the Procurement object) or Polish, Estonian, Latvian law (for the 2nd part of the Procurement object) on contract law, energy law (energy projects, energy infrastructure and other related activities), corporate law (according to a separate description of the Procurement object);
4.2.2. drafting written legal opinions (conclusions), memoranda, reviews, notes and comments, etc; 
4.2.3. on the Buyer's instructions, any other services and assistance of a legal nature that the Buyer may require in relation to the scope of the Procurement.
4.2.4. The Supplier will be required to provide the Services in accordance with the legislation of the European Union and of other countries (as described in the individual Procurement object), the case law of the courts and other dispute resolution bodies, legal doctrine and other sources of law, specialised literature and, where appropriate, the best practices and experience of foreign countries, and in accordance with recognised standards of professional ethics.
4.3. [bookmark: _Hlk511198257]Procedure for ordering services
4.3.1. The Buyer, when ordering Services for specific Services, shall submit a written (via email) order to the Supplier specifying (detailing) the scope of the specific Services.
4.3.2. The Buyer shall specify in the specific order for Services: the Services to be ordered, the desired time frame for the provision of the Services, the form of the output of the Services to be provided, i.e. the format (paper, electronic and/or oral) in which the Services are to be provided, and any other information relevant to the provision of the Services and the procedure to be followed.
4.3.3. The Supplier shall, upon receipt of an order placed by the Buyer, confirm, within the time limit specified by the Buyer, the acceptability of the terms of the Services specified in the particular order and its ability to perform the order in a satisfactory manner and to the highest quality on the terms and within the time limits specified therein. 
4.4. Languages in which the Services are provided
4.5.1. The Supplier will be required to provide the Services specified in this Technical Specification in English. 
4.5. Location of the provision of Services
[bookmark: _Hlk511198233]4.6.1. Services will be provided remotely at the Supplier's place of business. Where necessary, the Provider's specialists will be required to provide services in foreign countries (e.g. representing the interests of the Buyers in negotiations with foreign counterparties and/or foreign-based institutions).
4.6.2. All documents and/or information received in connection with the provision of the Services shall be transmitted electronically.

5. SUPPLIER'S OBLIGATIONS
5.1.1. The Supplier undertakes to provide the Services in a timely and quality manner, to communicate with the Buyer as required, and to warn of any risks associated with the provision of the Services.
5.1.2. In providing the Services, the Supplier undertakes to comply with the requirements of the legislation applicable to the Services to be procured and undertakes to use its best endeavours and to exercise all due care and diligence in the performance of all of its obligations, in accordance with recognised standards of professional ethics.
5.1.3. The Supplier will be required to ensure, during the Procurement procedures and in the performance of the future Procurement Contract, that it does not have a Conflict of interest in relation to the Services to be procured, as defined in Clause 1.8 of the Technical Specification. 
5.1.4. In the event of a Conflict of interest of which the Supplier was not and could not have been aware during the Procurement procedures and/or after the signing of the Contract and/or after the receipt of an order for the provision of the Services, the Supplier must inform the Buyer in writing (and UAB “EPSO-G”, if it is not the Buyer under the Contract) at the latest within 5 (five) days from the date on which the Conflict of interest was clarified.
5.1.5. The Supplier undertakes to work efficiently when providing the Services. The Supplier is a professional and experienced expert in the field of the Services to be procured and, therefore, the time costs to be invoiced shall not include the time spent by the Supplier's staff in training or refresher training for the provision of the Services. The Supplier further understands that the Buyer will not pay any additional fees for the work of support staff and the Supplier confirms that the work of these persons is included in the hourly rates provided by the Supplier.
5.1.6. The Supplier understands that in the event that the Group company(ies) requests the Supplier (its representatives) to participate in a meeting, negotiation, telephone conference or the like, the Supplier shall be obliged to delegate one or more of the Supplier's representatives to participate in the meeting, negotiation, telephone conference or the like, subject to the Supplier having agreed this in advance with the Group company(ies) for whose benefit and in the interests of which Services are being provided.
5.1.7. The Supplier confirms that any change in the Supplier's personnel will not adversely affect the price and/or quality of the Services.
5.1.8. The Supplier's rate for the Services shall not include time spent on researching and analysing case law, legislation or interpretations thereof. The Buyer shall call on the Supplier as a legal specialist who must have the necessary knowledge and expertise to provide advice and draft documents immediately, without additional preparation or legal sourcing, which would be included in working time and charged. 
5.1.9. The Buyer expects the Supplier to always ensure that the Supplier complies at all times with at least the following standards of professional ethics and quality of Service in the provision of the Services:
5.1.9.1. The Supplier will propose a concrete, workable solution to the problem in a reasoned manner, after the necessary analyses, and present it clearly in an oral presentation if necessary;
5.1.9.2. The Supplier's experts will always be available during the Buyer's normal working hours (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) at the time of the Supplier's place of business, or at other times by prior agreement, and will communicate actively and clearly with the Buyer.
6. BUYER'S OBLIGATIONS.
6.1.1. The Buyer undertakes to cooperate with the Supplier and to provide the Supplier with the information available to the Buyer for the proper provision of the Services.
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